
WORKSHEET EN1: CHARACTER AND VITALITY OF THE TOWN

Task: to find out what aspects of the town and its hinterland give it character and vitality, and to describe the 
quality of these features.

1: Introduction to the task
Most market towns and their surrounding countryside contain environmental and historic features that help give 
the town a special character. Some of these may be well managed and in good repair; others may be neglected or 
in poor repair. Your task should cover both the built and the natural environment. You should also consider what 
activities are being undertaken by local groups to improve the environment and try to build on these activities. In 
so doing:

• Use the Local Plan and/or Town Design Statement for existing information and plans
• Try to assess what is distinctive about the town’s environment (both natural and built)
• Think to the future and consider any concerns about wider environmental issues which may affect the town

If there is not enough information available, you could carry out a survey of the town to fill the gaps. A map of the 
distinctive areas may be a useful way to get a full picture. 

PLEASE NOTE Question numbers are not necessarily consecutive – some have been omitted to create 
this Health check “Lite”. Please do not renumber. 



2:  Getting the following information will help you decide what is 
special about the environment of the area

Starting points for 
information

Information you will need Answers and notes
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Sub-section 1: Description of the environmental features of the area
District Council (ask for: 

Conservation Areas, Listed 
Buildings, Local Plans)

Town Design Statement

Q 6 
Where are the town’s distinctive built 
landmarks and conservation areas, and 
are they are in good condition?

 6
Westerham has a wealth of distinctive landmarks 
and many listed buildings.  Much of the town is a 
conservation area and the whole town is a major 
tourist attraction.

See our Village Design Statement.

Notable buildings include Chartwell, Squerryes 
Court, Quebec House, and the Parish Church. 
Generally speaking, all the historic buildings 
appear to be in good condition.  

Churchill’s view of Westerham, looking towards 
Chartwell– see left

c l

c l



District Council Q 7 
 Development:
 a. What are the areas where there 

are rundown or derelict buildings 
needing repair or restoration?

 
7a
Various buildings and shopfronts would beneifit 
from a coat of paint.

The SPAR grocer had been empty for two years.
(see left) and is a serious eyesore.

Chemist has an unsightly modern sign which is 
perhaps a bit out of keeping with Westerham.

Haulage contractor in High St leaves old vehicles 
in view.

The outside of the Black Eagle office building 
needs tidying  (see left)

Also Prospect House, on A25,outside walls need 
maintenance (photo available).

The industrial estate looks rather tired on the N 
entrance to Westerham and uses prime land 
which arguably could be used for prestige 
housing.   See photo, left
We value the industrial sector of Westerham and 
it s importance of local businesses will increase in 
the new “Transition Town” culture – we just 
wonder of some of these activities could  be 
relocated to less “prime” land, maybe closer to 
”blighted land” near the motorway.



 b. What plans are there to revitalise 
or redevelop these areas/buildings?

7b
According to Duty Planning Officer, no brown field 
sites have been allocated in Westerham.
Ask council   Keep watch on Pl Permission

c l
Local survey Q 9
Town Design Statements Are the main routes into the town, 

including those from train and bus 
stations, attractive and in good 
condition?

 9
 East-west traffic through Westerham is on the 
A25  which is an attractive road until there is a 
M25 accident, at which point it becomes seriously 
blocked.  To quote the Village Design Statement 
(2000): a hiccup on the motorway equals a 
thrombosis in the town.
Traffic from the north enters Westerham on the 
Croydon Rd or the London Rd.  

Traffic from the south enters Westerham from 
Edenbridge or from Hosey Hill. 

Westerham is a bottleneck.
Parts of the A25 seem very narrow at night, esp 
by Coral   (photo). 
The quality of the surfacing on the A25 Kentish 
side is very poor compared to the Surrey side.
(photo)

Recent survey information from clickers? c l



Local survey Q 10 
Town Design Statements Are the main pedestrian routes 

between car parks and the town centre 
attractive, well maintained, well lit, and 
safe to use (for example, with security 
CCTV cameras in use) both day and 
night?

 
 10 The main Darent Westerham car park is a 
little too remote and new signs could help to 
make this entrance to Westerham more inviting.

The A25 from Lodge Lane to Mill Lane is badly lit 
and pedestrians feel unsafe at night. 
 c L

Local survey Q 11 
District Council Are street fitting and fixtures in the town 

well located and in good condition?

11 
The funding of public toilets is a real concern. 
SDC has threatened to withdraw funding. 
Westerham cannot hold its headup as a tourtist 
town if it does not have good opublic toilets in 
reach of the town centre.   
 Are the present toilets well signed ?

Street fittings and fixtures in the town are 
generally well located and in good condition. c l

Local survey Q 12
Town Design Statements Which areas of the town are over-

cluttered with signs, street furniture, 
advertising hoardings, etc? 

 
Generally all ok.

c l



Local survey Q 13 
District Council (ask for 

Local Plan and Town 
Design Statements)

The town’s environment:

 a. What are the environmental 
issues facing the town?

 
 13a 
The single most pressing issue is the volume of 
traffic on the A25.  
  
Quality of air is very poor and particulates in the 
air are well above govt. guidelines.  The point 
where the London Rd joins A25 is deemed to be 
the most polluted area in Kent . We have been in 
touch with Malcom Webb – Senior EHO who has 
sent figures for 2007/8 and there is a map 
showing the area covered by the Westerham 
AQMA.  

Recording devices are placed in street furniture to 
measure the air quality.     SDC has submitted a 
report to DEFRA that should be available early in 
2009.  For background read: 
http://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/documents/action_
plan_nov_2006.pdf

The gasworks on Croydon Rd smell of gas near 
the Manor House.    Needs more local input.

 
Excrement from dogs? Is this a major issue 
anywhere in Westerham, Croydon Road?

The River Darent presents a flood hazard to 
some properties.  The Env Agency has done 
some work in the past and the problem is 
currently manageable, but local residents keep a 
close watch on the river.

c l



  b.     What plans are there to deal with 
them?

 

13b There have been feasibility studies for a 
Westerham bypass, most recently in 2003 but
public funding has never been available and 
private funding would probably require a 
significant expansion of new housing to fund it.
Transport group is monitoring progress.
David le Breton has provides synopsis. 
 
Local people often discuss the problem and make 
suggestions, eg:

Make London Rd one way (north) and send 
south-going traffic via Beggars Lane where there 
should be a roundabout on A25.

Lorries should be challenged on the stretch 
between A25 and Quebec Av.  London Rd could 
have a width restriction like a chicane.   

See letter from Oliver Burgess to Sevenoaks 
Chronicle 24/12/08 on traffic congestion and mini 
roundabouts at lots of junctions, including 
Croydon Rd (left) . Oliver Burgess has now joined 
Transport Group. c ld

 Local survey Q 14 
District Council (ask for 

Local Plan and Town 
Design Statements)- 
 

Brown field land:
14a 
According to SDC, no brown field sites have been 
allocated in Westerham.  The old railway site may 
become available….

c ld
a.     What brown field land is 

available for building?
 b. Is this available land being 

considered in planning 
decisions?

14b 
 N/A

c ld



District Council 
conservation officer

Q 15 

Town Design Statement What townscape or heritage initiatives 
are there?

 
15 DE to ask District council.  Mike Higgins
01732 227251

See also existing Village Design Statement
c d



EN1: This part is called a SWOT analysis, where you identify Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats.  Once you have the information, use this 
table to show the Strengths and Weaknesses in the environmental character and 
condition of the area.  Also flag up where there are Opportunities to improve 
things or where there might be Threats in the future.   The conclusions give the 
basis for a summary that can go forward to the Healthcheck Report.

You need to consider what 
the information you have 
gathered tells you in the 
light of these questions:

Write your answers here.  Base them on the information you have 
gathered:

Conclusion
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Does the town make the 
most of its natural 
environmental features?  

       

If there are opportunities 
for improvements to areas, 
what/where are they?

Does the town have vitality 
and character, and does it 
keep its distinctive 
buildings and streets in 
good repair and in use?  

       

If not, what could be 
improved?



Are there any major 
environmental concerns 
are being addressed and 
planned for?  

Are there any gaps?
       



WORKSHEET EN2: THE TOWN & THE WIDER COUNTRYSIDE

1: Introduction to the task

Market towns and their surrounding countryside are linked both visually and physically.  Most of the practical links between 
the town and its surrounding countryside (hinterland) are based on the town’s traditional role as marketplace, shopping centre 
and the source of necessary local services for those living in the area. It is important for market towns to appreciate the 
changes happening in the countryside and to be able to adjust their services and facilities to meet changing needs. 

During this task try to: 
• Identify the important present and past features that link the residents of town and countryside residents and their what 

they do for a living 
• Assess the impact of management practices on the quality of the countryside

Where appropriate make links to Worksheet T2: Accessibility of services 

If your County Council has not already carried out a landscape assessment of the surrounding countryside, you could map 
your own findings to help people understand the character of the surrounding countryside. 

2: Getting the following information will help you define the environmental links between the town and countryside



 Starting points for 
information

 Information you will need  Answers and notes
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Maps or aerial 
photographs

Q 1 

Local survey What is the location and impact of any 
natural or man-made features such as 
rivers, canals, roads or railway lines 
that physically or visually link the town 
and country?  

 1
Beggars Lane – manmade boundary in the north east. 
Takes traffic going east away from Westerham.
Croydon Road – an artery pulling the growth of 
Westerham outwards.
Darent - The River Darent rises in Westerham and 
there have been flooding incidents.  Building in the 
flood plain should be prohibited.  
Squerryes Farmland – deliberate greenbelt 
conservation are which stops development in the 
south. 
M25 - The impact on Westerham of incidents on the 
M25 is to make the A25 into a relief road – a car park 
– a 4th lane of the motorway…
Hosey Hill – artery that pulls the growth of Westerham.

The greenbelt is well policed around the edge of 
Westerham.

 c l
Local survey Q 2 . 

Are there unique design elements 
found in both the town and the 
surrounding countryside? 

 2

Yes.  See Village Design Statement, 2000.

o l





Local survey Q 3 
Local Tourist Board What are the memorable views either 

from the town to the countryside, or 
from the countryside to the town, and 
where can they be seen from? 

 3
From almost anywhere…
Westerham Hill :  

Looking SE from Church:

Westerham should have a local tourist board - 
Clacketts Lane is the nearest tourist information.
Old Spar could be assigned to a temporary role as a 
tourist office, staffed by volunteers….?
 c l



Local knowledge Q 4 
Local History Group What historic commercial links such as 

market halls, a corn exchange, mills, 
wharves, market squares between the 
town and country are still evident? 

 4
Most substantial evidence of commercial links has 
disappeared eg The Buttery, The Railway, the 
Breweries,

One Oast house still remains, although since 
converted into a house.    

c l
District Council (ask for 

Local Plan)
Q 7 

County Council What areas are covered by national, 
regional or local landscape, 
conservation or wildlife designations:

7
 
Bats – Valence School

English Nature        National Parks • None
c l

Local Wildlife Trust        Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB)

• The whole of Westerham falls within the Kent 
Downs AONB, which stretches as far as Dover. 
The Surrey Hills and South Downs are also nearby c l

        RAMSAR • Areas of Wetlands – None
c l

        Special Protection Areas • None
c l

        Special Areas of Conservation • None

c l
        National Nature Reserves 

(NNR)
• Bat caves in Hosey Hill

c l
        Local Nature Reserves (LNR) • Dry Hill Park

• Staffhurst wood 
• c l

        Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI)

• Scord's Wood And Brockhoult Mount, south east 
of town.

• Westerham wood.(ancient woodland on gault clay) 
rare. 

• Titsey woods. (mixed woodland on gault clay. 

c l



Rare fauna etc.)
• Hosey Common (former ragstone caves now in 

use by bats) 

        Sites of Importance for Nature 
Conservation

• Dry Hill Park
c l



District Council (ask for: 
Local Plans, Conservation 
Areas, Listed Buildings, 
archaeologically important 
areas, Historic Parks and 
Gardens)
 
 

Q 8  Areas of historic importance:  

a. What areas of historic importance 
have concentrations of:

 8a

( westerham_conservation_area_1.pdf)

       Listed Buildings
• 1 Grade 1

• 1 Grade B
• Approx 146 Grade 2s
• Approx 40 Grade 3s
Data collected from Westerham Society statistics 
circa 74
Double check with Engish Heritage for uptodate - JP c ld

       Conservation Areas • See map above.
c ld

       historic parkland • Squerryes Court
c ld

   English Heritage        Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments (SAM)

• None
c ld



        Areas of Archaeological 
Importance

• None
c ld

b. What other areas of historic 
importance are there?

 8b   SN 

c ld
Internet (local community 

network)
 Q 11 

Local Wildlife Trust How do community and voluntary 
groups participate in the management 
of the local countryside?

 11
Dudley Turner leads local walking groups.

DRIPs Committee looks after ecology of R Darent.

Friends of the Long Pond have monthly working 
parties to look after Westerham Long Pond.

PACT –  a local action group are well organized and 
make rubbish collection and inspect  drains and try to 
deal with any community issue.
  o l

Business directory Q 12 
Local knowledge Is there a horticulture or market 

gardening industry on the outskirts of 
the town which supplies the town 
markets?  

 12
 No.  
There are three sets of allotments in Westerham… eg 
Bloomfield Tr., Current Hill.   They are very popular 
and well maintained.

The Westerham Horticultural Society is active and 
enthusiastic. c l

Soil Association (look at 
organic farmers and 
growers)

Q 13 

Linking Environment and 
Farming (LEAF)

How many local agricultural or 
horticultural produce businesses are 
certified organic producers or members 
of other environmental standards 
schemes? 

13
Squerryes vineyard was planted a couple of years 
ago.  Winetasting  is now offered at Squerryes.

SN to look on Soil Association website and LEAF 
website.

o ld



District Council Local 
Plan

Q 14 Changes:   
 

 a. Are there plans for future major 
change on the urban edge? 

14a
Absolutely not.  SDC says Green Belt is sacrosanct.
See article on “possible housing sites in Westerham – 
Sept 2008”, which has now been superseded by firm 
assurances there are no plans for development in 
Westerham, Chronicle, Jan 2009

c l
 b. What are they and when are they 

planned for?  
14b
Beggars Lane, Croydon Road and Hosey Hill 
according to earlier  above named article.

c d
 c. What landscape impacts might they 

to have?
14c  If not planned and designed in keeping with 
Westerham they could be a potential eyesore and 
devalue houses in Westerham.

c l

EN 2: This part is called a SWOT analysis, where you identify Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats.  Once you 
have the information, use this table to show the Strengths and Weaknesses in the links between town and countryside, the 
landscape character and features around the town.  Also flag up where there are Opportunities to improve things or where 
there might be Threats in the future.   The conclusions give the basis for a summary that can go forward to the Healthcheck 
Report.

You need to consider what 
the information you have 
gathered tells you in the light 
of these questions:

Write your answers here.  Base them on the information you have 
gathered:

Conclusion
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Do the town and its surrounding 
countryside have established, 
strong links, and are these 
being maintained?  

       

If the links are weaker than they 
used to be, why is this?

Looking at the quality of the 
surrounding countryside, its 
sensitive areas and its potential, 
are any areas in need of support 
or strengthening?

       

What are the changes that are 
happening in the surrounding 
countryside and how well these 
are being managed?  

       

How can the town partnership 
help with these changes to 
management practices?

What potential is there to 
increase the extent of 
community involvement in the 
management and conservation 
of the countryside? 

       



WORKSHEET EN3: THE ENVIRONMENT AND QUALITY OF LIFE

Task: to establish the effects of the quality of the town’s and countryside’s environment on the quality of life.

1: Introduction to the task

The way people live and work has an impact on the quality of the environment.  Many people now want to “do their bit for 
the environment”, particularly in their own local area. This task will help you to consider:

• How and where residents can use or support environmentally friendly initiatives
• How and where community members interact with their environment for leisure and recreation

Where appropriate make links to Worksheets
T2: Accessibility of services
S5: Sport, Leisure and Open Spaces
T3: Ease of Movement around the Town

2: Getting the following information will help you review how environmental quality could be enhanced to improve 
peoples' quality of life



Starting points for 
information

Information you need Information
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District Council Q 1  
Local community 

groups
What opportunities are there for people 
to understand and become active in 
reducing or managing waste?  
Include sustainable waste management 
such as collection points, facilities and 
support offered.

 1
Council dump at Dunbrik
Darent car park has bottle bank.
Skips 
Big Tidy Up by local group PACT
You can hire a wheelie bin from the council.

Set up a Westerham Freecycle site and 
encourage membership.

c l
Local Authority Q 2  

 

How are energy conservation methods 
and local renewable energy sources 
used within the town and the 
surrounding countryside?

 2
Loft and cavity insulation initiatives by SDC – 
see report from Louise Shrubsole – SDC 
Climate Change Officer.    

Geothermal power? o l
Local Authority Q 3 Low carbon initiatives:  
 What initiatives are in operation for the 

town to become a low carbon area?
3
Not aware of any initiatives.
Investigate “Transition Towns” with Susan 
Fallman who is apparently looking for a town in 
Sevenoaks District to become a Transition 

 3 ld



Town.
SM and DleB attended  CPRE meeting in 
Tunbridge Wells in Jan 2009

Local Authority Q 6  
 Do community open spaces, sites and 

facilities currently available for informal 
recreation and amenity meet the needs 
of the local people?

 6
St George’s Field   

Link in with Social and Community group.

c l
Local Authority Q 7  
Local survey What recreation routes for walking and 

cycling are available to local people?
 7 Westerham area has lots of footpaths that 
are very popular with residents and visitors and 
they are well-documented and well-maintained.

(Investigate Society for cyclists 
SUSTRANS…).  

Link in with Transport group c l



EN 3: This part is called a SWOT analysis, where you identify Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats.  Once you 
have the information, use this table to show the Strengths and Weaknesses in the links between town and countryside, the 
landscape character and features around the town.  Also flag up where there are Opportunities to improve things or where 
there might be Threats in the future.   The conclusions give the basis for a summary that can go forward to the Healthcheck 
Report.

You need to consider what 
the information you have 
gathered tells you in the light 
of these questions:

Write your answers here.  Base them on the information you have 
gathered:

Conclusion
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To what extent do engage in 
promoting and supporting 
environmentally sustainable 
initiatives?  

       

Are there any gaps or 
opportunities to extend these 
actions?

What improvements could be 
made to amenities such as open 
spaces, sites, routes and 
facilities for informal recreation 
that will enhance the quality of 
life for local people?

       

Are there any other potential 
open spaces or sites that could 
be developed?
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