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This week’s news: 27th June —3rd July 2016 

Gwen Smith: 1935 – 2016 
Westerham lost one of its well-loved residents, and 
St Mary’s a member of its congregation whose association 
with the church dated back to her childhood. For Gwen 
was born in Fiddlers Cottage, went to the then St Mary’s 
School and to Sunday School, at one time being a Sunday 
School teacher. Although she left Westerham when she 
trained as a dietician, she always kept in touch with the 
church. Her work took her to Canada, where she met Bill 
and brought him back to Westerham, where they have 

lived since then. A talented artist, her work, particularly of the town and its surrounds 
is well known to all of us and she was a prime mover in the Art Group. Its annual 
August Bank Holiday weekend show, held in the John Fryth Room, will not be the same 
without her. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Bill and the family. Bill, whose mobility is severely 
limited, would very much appreciate visits from anyone who knows him at this sad 
time. Please ring him first, and if you don’t have his number, Barbara Humphrey 
(561809) will happily put you in touch.  
 
Parking!! You’ve probably noticed that some of our congregation are now of limited 

mobility. It’s lovely to see them in church and we want to make it as easy as possible 

for them to be with us. For those who are brought by car, parking is the perennial 

issue. So, as a trial, we're  proposing to put a sign like this out in front of the spaces by 

the Church gate, initially before the 10.30am Sunday service. It is not intended to 

restrict use to those with a 'blue badge' but to leave to 

individuals' own judgement whether they need one of these 

spaces. We'll begin the trial in July and welcome you views 

on how - or if - it's working. Please contact any of the 

Churchwarden team or email the Parish office with your 

views and we'll review the trial as we go. A difficult issue we 

know, but as one of our Churchwardens was heard to 

mutter, ‘If only the car park had been made larger when the 

church was built .......... ‘ A shame our 14th century 

ancestors didn’t have that foresight .... 

Readings for today, 26th June: 5th Sunday after Trinity: 1 Kings 19.15-16, 

19-21 (P361), Galatians 5.1, 13-25 (P1171/2), Luke 9.51-end (P1040), Psalm 

77.1-2, 11-end (P589) (Page nos refer to Pew Bibles) 
 
Collect for today: 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the 
Church is governed and sanctified: hear our prayer which we offer for all 
your faithful people, that in their vocation and ministry they may serve 
you in holiness and truth to the glory of your name; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit,  one God, now and for ever.      Amen 
 
Morning Prayer: The Vicar will  be saying Morning Prayer in the 
Resurrection Chapel on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. Anyone and 
everyone is welcome to join him between 8.30 and 9.00am. 
 
Tuesday 28th June: 10.00am: Coffee Time in the John Fryth Room 
    7.45pm: Bellringing Practice 
Friday 1st July:  6.00pm: Junior Choir Practice 
    6.45pm: Choir Practice 
Sunday 3rd July:  8.00am:  Holy Communion  Revd  Andrew Reid 
    10.30am: A service for all the church family 
      Revd  Kevin Barnard 
    6.30pm: Choral Evensong  Revd  Kevin Barnard 
    Readings: 2 Kings 5.1-14, Galatians 6.[1-6]7-16, 
      Luke 10.1-11, 16-20 

Future Dates: 
Saturday 2nd July:  10.00am: Burial of ashes: Sharon Warner 
    3.00pm: Wedding Blessing: 
      Susan Richardson and Philip Regan 
Sunday 10th July:  4.15pm: Messy Church 

 
Vergers needed: our list of vergers for weddings and funerals is 
diminishing. If you are willing to undertake this important duty, please 
contact Alyson in the Church Office. 
 
Please send any items for future newsletters to the Church Office: 
westerhamchurch@tiscali.co.uk 


