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This week’s news: 25th July — 31st July 2016 

More from the PCC Meeting. What does the PCC talk about? Last week’s 
newsletter featured what is probably the most important item discussed at the 
PCC meeting on 14 July: ‘What does mission mean to St Mary’s?’ We start by 
mapping everything we do onto the "5 marks of mission" defined by the Anglican 
church (summarised as "Tell, Teach, Tend, Transform and Treasure"). This will be 
developed in the next few PCC meetings to enable us to see "mission" in a 
broader way, beyond just supporting evangelistic and aid societies. 
 
The PCC also agreed to set up a Standing Committee to ensure that  decisions or 
actions can be taken between meetings. It will be constituted as a sub-committee 
of the PCC and have the power to act on its behalf when and if necessary. 
Membership will be the Vicar, the two Churchwardens, the Treasurer and the 
Chair of the Fabric Committee (better known as Kevin, Rodney, David, Carol and 
Nigel.) If you want to know more about the meeting, do ask any of the PCC 
members.  
 
Help in keeping the Churchyard beautiful will be forthcoming in the shape of 
offenders sentenced to Community Service. Supervised by Ministry of Justice 
officials, they will provide welcome additional effort to the existing ‘garden gang’. 
 
Finance Update: Carol gave her first report as Treasurer; a deficit of £9,000 is 
still predicted for the current year, but savings have been made using C of E Parish 
Buying Group to purchase our energy (more savings are possible). St Mary’s is 
moving to Internet banking and is also updating Gift Aid records. It is hoped to 
satisfy the Diocesan requirements very soon so that restoration of the War 
Memorial can go ahead. 
 
We see St Mary's at the heart of our community and it is a particular privilege to 
welcome those who come here to share some of the best and worst times of their 
lives.  Following on from Revd Kevin's sermon last week we need more volunteers 
from our congregations to set up the church and welcome people to weddings, 
baptisms and funerals.  (A full list of responsibilities and "training" is 
available).  We also need help on a Sunday for our services too.  Please give your 
name to Alyson in the Church Office if you would like to help. Thank you. 

Readings for today: 24th July, Ninth Sunday after Trinity:  Colossians 2.6-15[16-
19] (P1183),  Luke 11.1-13 (P1042) (Page nos refer to Pew Bibles). 
 
Collect for today:  Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and 
light of your Church: open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may 
bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen 
 
Morning Prayer: The Vicar will be saying Morning Prayer in the Resurrection 
Chapel Monday to Friday this week. Anyone and everyone is welcome to join 
him between 8.30 and 9.00am. 
 
Tuesday 26th July:  10.00am: Coffee Time in the John Fryth Room 
    7.30pm: Heritage Trust Meeting 
    7.45pm: Bellringing Practice 
Sunday 31st July:  8.00am:  Holy Communion  Revd Kevin Barnard 
    10.30am: Holy Communion  Revd Kevin Barnard
    Readings: Hosea 1.2-10,  Colossians 2.6-15  [16-19],  
      Luke 11.1-13, Psalm 85 [or 85.107] 
 
Future Dates 
"Summer Celebration" -  Bank Holiday Weekend,  Sunday 28th August: on The 
Green, with Westerham Town Partnership. The PCC has enthusiastically 
accepted an invitation to be part of this.  Apart from "A Tent" everything else is 
possibilities ..... activities - especially for children, music, refreshments, the 
chance to talk about our church and why we go, invitations to a "Sing Songs Of 
Praise" service at 4pm that day. Please contact Nigel Bailey with offers of help to 
plan and to be a part of the day itself. To allow members of the St Mary's to 
support this event, there will be one (communion) service at St Mary's that 
morning at 9.30am in place of the 8am and 10.30am services. 
 
Poppy Wreaths are now being ordered for November. If you would like to 

place a wreath on the memorial on behalf of a society or individual, please 

contact Sharon Lord on 01959 562274. 

Please remember that all items for inclusion in the Newsletter should be sent to 

the Church Office: westerhamchurch@tiscali.co.uk  Thank you! 


