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This week brings an avalanche of news , so we have expanded the newsletter to 
accommodate it. 

Peter Finch 
The sad passing of Peter Finch has already been reported widely within 
Westerham.  A long-time resident of the town, he was, among many other 
things, the founder of the Hosey Boys Association, bringing together former 
pupils of the school.  We are fortunate indeed that we can still see via You Tube 
some of his recollections of Westerham, from wartime memories, to Gala days, 
to the day in 1948 when the Olympic torch came through Westerham. 
His funeral will be held at St Mary’s on Thursday 13th October at 11am. 
 

More news from the PCC 
Last week we reported on some of the issues discussed at the PCC meeting on  
12th September. A few more headlines: 
 Kate York was co-opted back on to the PCC. The return of her experience 

and wisdom to its deliberations was welcomed. She will also be taking up 
again the role of Safeguarding representative for vulnerable adults. 

 The Commonwealth War Graves Commission had proposed that there 
should be a sign indicating that there are such graves within the 
churchyard; a proposal which the PCC agreed. 

 The ‘Special Services’ between now and Christmas were debated and the 
formats and timings for them agreed. See back page. 

 
Our mission theme 

We are nearing the end of the Sundays in which we have been focussing on the 
‘Five Marks of Mission’: 
 To proclaim the good News of the Kingdom 

 To teach, baptise and nurture new believers 

 To respond to human need by loving service 
 To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every 

kind, and pursue peace and reconciliation 
 To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the 

life of the earth 

Harvest Festival—2nd October 
The church is rightly proud  of its Harvest flower displays, and this year will be no 
exception. Elizabeth James asks that anyone who is able to help with this year’s 
displays add their names to the list in the porch. Thank you! 
 
This year we are inviting everyone to bring harvest gifts for Westerham’s Food 
Bank. Particularly needed at this time are tinned fruit, vegetables, jams and 
marmalade, cooking oils, salt, pepper, sugar and fruit squashes or juices. Also 
needed are personal toiletries  and household cleaning  and laundry products. 
All in date and non perishable please! 
 
We will also be supporting Kigezi Diocese Water & Sanitation Programme by 
sending them our cash offerings received on the day.  
 

An invitation  
‘You are warmly invited to the Commissioning of the new Rural Dean of  
Sevenoaks, Revd Martin Booth, by the Venerable Clive Mansell, Archdeacon of 
Tonbridge on  Thursday October 6th, 7.30pm at  St Mary’s Church, Riverhead 
with Dunton Green.‘ We do hope that some of the congregation will be able to 
be there. 

 
   News from Peru 
Great happiness and gratitude that the lift has now been 
installed in the Shalom Centre in Lima, Peru and so all of the 
building is now accessible to all the service users. Pray on for the 
money to be recovered from the first 'lift installer' who took the 
money and did not install the lift.' 
 
  Churchill School 

This next week our linked school, Churchill, is holding  a 
‘Christian week’. Among a myriad of activities, they plan to 
create an outdoor prayer garden beside the playground. They 
intend planting-up planters to surround the garden, contain-
ing 'sensory' plants, e.g. herbs, plants with interesting tex-
tures, a variety of colourful flowers for different seasons, par-
ticularly for the warmer months when the garden is most like-
ly to be used. If any of our green-fingered members are able to donate any suita-
ble plants, please contact Bruce via the Church Office. Also planned is the mak-
ing of an altar frontal for the Katherine Chapel as a suitable backdrop for Messy 
Church worship. 



Looking even further ahead 
 
Sunday 6th November  6.30pm:  Choral Evensong 
 
Sunday 13th November 10.30am:  Remembrance Day 
 
Sunday 27th November 9.30am: Combined service of Holy Communion  
      (NB : no 8am or 10.30am service that day) 
    6.30pm: Advent Carol Service 
 
Monday 28th November 6.30pm:  Light up a Life Service with the Hospice in 
      the Weald 
 

Did you know? 
....that there was another Westerham? Westerham in Bavaria is a village 
approximately 30km or less than an hour by train SE of Munich i.e. in roughly the 
same position to Munich as Westerham here is in relation to London. For a 
number of years now following a visit by a group from Bavaria in 2003, there has 
been some contact between the 2 Westerhams by one of your Churchwardens, 
David Booker, who visited the Bavarian Westerham briefly at the end of August 
to catch up with friends there and maintain contact between the 2 Westerhams. 
Anyone wanting to visit the other Westerham is always assured of a warm 
welcome there.  
Further details on Westerham in Bavaria are available from David Booker or, if 
you speak German, on the local council website at http://www.feldkirchen-
westerham.de/de/startseite/ or by searching for ‘Feldkirchen-Westerham’. 

 
And finally..... 
You may have noticed that the double gates at the bottom of the churchyard, 
leading into Quebec Avenue have been removed. This is because the stone 
gatepost has become unstable and therefore unsafe. We have put up warning 
notices and made the gatepost safe for the time being. Plans are in place to 
repair the post and replace the gates, but this may take a little while.   
 
With that and arranging for the felling of the dead trees in the same area, our 
Churchwarden-in-charge-of-the-churchyard, Rodney, has plenty to keep him 
occupied! 
 

 Today Sunday 25th September, 5.15pm 

 
Café church is a monthly service held at Costa Coffee, The Green, Westerham. 
An informal time of worship suitable for all ages. 
 
Readings for today, 25th September, Eighteenth after Trinity: Exodus 23:1-13 (P 81), 
Matthew 23:23‐36 (P 992), James 2:14‐26 (P1214). Page nos refer to Pew Bibles 
 

The coming week:  
The Vicar will be saying Morning Prayer in the Resurrection Chapel on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday this week. Anyone and everyone is welcome to 
join him between 8.30 and 9am. 
 
Tuesday 27th Sept: 10am:  Coffee Time  in the John Fryth Room  
    7.45pm: Bellringing Practice 
Friday 30th  Sept:  6pm:  Junior Choir Practice 
    6.45pm: Choir Practice  
Sunday 2nd Oct:  Harvest Festival 
Trinity 19   8am: Holy Communion   Revd Kevin Barnard 
    10.30am: Service for All the Church Family 
        Revd Kevin Barnard  
    Readings: Psalm 24: Matthew 6:25-31 Romans 8:18-25  

    6.30pm: Choral Evensong   
   

Future dates to note: 
 
Saturday 8th October:   7.30pm: St Mary’s Heritage Trust presents:   
    ‘Matthew Ford celebrates Sinatra’. One of   
    the most  exciting  combinations of musicians  
    will play and sing from the Sinatra Songbook .  
    Tickets  are going fast, so get yours from The Cyclery,  
    The Green or at:  www.stmarysheritagetrust.org.uk/ 
 
Sunday 9th October :  4.15pm: Messy Church 
 
Weds 12th October :  9am: Churchill School’s Harvest Festival Service 
 
Thursday 13th October: 11am: Funeral of Peter Finch 
 
Please send items for inclusion in the Newsletter to the Church Office: 
westerhamchurch@tiscali.co.uk  Thank you!  


