
Dear Parents and Carers    

 

Christmas is fast approaching with 

only one week left at School.  This 

week saw the  Christmas Story 

brilliantly performed by our Primary 

students.  They used our Year of 

Maths as the basis for showing an 

advent scene for each day of 

December before Christmas ending 

with the 24th and the Christmas 

story tableau followed by the 25th 

wishing everyone a Merry 

Christmas.  The students looked 

splendid in their advent calendar 

outfits which included Christmas 

trees, baubles, stars, a snowman, 

Father Christmas and much more —

even a Brussel sprout. All this was 

superbly supported by some great 

songs which we were all able to join 

in.  I want to extend warmest 

congratulations to all the Primary 

students and to thank them for 

bringing Christmas so alive for us at 

School.  I would also like to thanks 

all the primary staff who worked so 

hard to enable the children to 

perform.  It was clear that every 

child got great satisfaction from 

taking part and that they loved being 

able to entertain their parents, 

carers and families.  Thanks to all 

who came and for the support given.  

The collection at the two 

performances is for the Evelina 

Children’s Hospital which many of 

our young people benefit greatly 

from.  You will be able to make a 

donation to that charity if you come 

to the Carol Service.  Alternatively, 

you can send a donation to the 

School in a suitably marked 

envelope. 

 

We continue our Christmas 

celebrations next week with A 

Primary Christmas Party and a 

Christmas Tea for older students to 

which we invite the families of staff. 

On Wednesday we are having a 

Farewell Tea to mark the retirement 

of Jo Eames, outgoing Director of 

Sport who I wrote to you about last 

week.  We would be grateful to 

receive donations towards Jo’s 

retirement gifts and these should be 

sent to Debbie Beaney by Tuesday 

15th December at the latest.  Any 

cheques should be made payable to 

‘The Friends of Valence School.’  On 

Thursday our Primary Students are 

making visits to Westerham Catholic 

Church where Fr Ivan will share the 

Christmas story with them — many 

thanks to him for providing this 

opportunity for our children. On 

Friday we break up for the 

Christmas holidays — arrangements 

are as follows: 

Carol Service at 11.00.  This will 

be followed by a light lunch to which 

all guests are invited.  Please return 

the slip to inform us if you are 

coming.  We also need to know if 

you are transporting your child 

home afterwards.  We very much 

hope that you will be able to join us 

for our final celebration of 

Christmas. 

 

Next term begins on Monday 4th 

January. 

  

Enjoy the weekend! 
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What have Lower School been up to this year? 
In primary… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And in Key Stage 3…. 

 

Students visit the science lab 

as part of their ‘Primary 

Goes Bang!’ topic. 

We paid a visit to Santa at 

Ruxley Garden Centre! 
Miss Weaver and Mason 

enjoyed their time on the ice – 

as did all of our primary 

students! 

 Class E  

We have loved our art topics this 

year – lots of printing, painting and 

getting messy! 

Class D  

We had a great time in Food Tech 

making a pasta dish – here’s Julius 

making the sauce. 

Class U  

Mr Bleasdale visited us in our 

Citizenship lessons to talk to us 

about his job working in Customer 

Services. 

Yet again, Lower School classes have been very busy learning and having fun as we approach Christmas 

as the pictures above show. 

May I take this opportunity to wish all families a very Happy Christmas and a fabulous 2016! 

Jo Bleasdale – Assistant Principal (Lower School) 



Please can we have any Flora tokens which are found inside Flora 

Original, Buttery and Light 500g promotional tubs available at 

participating Tesco stores NOW! 

Time to say Goodbye  

 

It seems like only yesterday I was discussing with Roland Gooding my plans for retirement 

and now I find myself on the final countdown! Only 1 week to go before I have to say 

Goodbye, where did the time go? 

 

The last sixteen and a half years have been an amazing journey and one which has been 

both an honour and a pleasure to have been a part of. Working in PE and Sport with the 

most awesome and inspiring students has been such a highlight of my 40 year career, 

watching them all develop self-confidence, team spiritedness and achieve so much has been 

a joy and a privilege and I thank each and every one of them past and present for the many 

happy memories I shall take away with me, not forgetting the hours of fun we had with the 

school productions.  

I arrived in April 1999 as Head of PE within a department of 1. Facilities amounted to a 

covered playground with a huge great wall in the middle of it, a precariously bumpy Top 

Lawn and a 4-6ft deep swimming pool, (not easy supporting 1-1 students whilst treading 

water, believe me!) The transformation that has evolved since those days has been both 

innovating and exhilarating and I know I have been very fortunate to have been in the right 

place at the right time in order to facilitate such change in Inclusive PE and Disability 

Sport for the benefit of Valence Students and Young disabled people across Kent. I owe an 

enormous debt of gratitude to Roland, the School Governors and Mark Roberts for 

entrusting me with the subsequent Sports College process and all it has entailed and to all 

the staff in every department I also thank you for your support, friendship and 

commitment in facilitating our students towards participation and enjoyment through 

sport.  

 

My journey at Valence sadly ends next week but I leave a fantastic, highly motivated and 

energetic PE and Sports College Team: Nicky, Louise, Ian, Adam and Sue whose enthusiasm 

and hard work have been infectious and who I have had an enormous privilege to lead and 

work alongside. I take much pride in their achievements and thank them all most sincerely 

for their dedication and hard work. I know I leave them in the capable hands of Matt 

Strange, your new Director of Sport. Since September, I have had the good fortune to 

watch Matt take over the reins so efficiently and competently and I am confident that he 

will lead the Sports College ethos of the school towards greater things. I look forward to 



We need to be able to contact you 

Have you changed your address or contact details?  

Then please notify the school.  

Thank you 

Mon  14 Dr Shakoor 

  

Tues 15 Primary Christmas Party 

  Christmas Tea  

Wed 16 Interhouse Boccia  

Thurs 17 Dental Clinic 

  Primary Students visiting John the Baptist 

Fri 18  Carol Service  at 11am 

The Week Ahead! 

This Week 

 

 

 

 

You will have noticed in last week’s Newsletter some picture of Class N skiing at Hemel Hempstead Snow 

Centre.  We are fortunate enough to be able to take a number of students on this trip following a successful 

Sportivate bid.   Sportivate funding enables new activities to be started and we are hoping to be able to 

continue this activity over the coming months. 

 

The students that have already visited the snow centre 

could not wait to tell other students and staff about their 

experience on the slopes and in fact one of the students 

told a member of staff that this was the best thing that he 

had ever done. 

 

Lessons will continue after Christmas and who knows 

perhaps a Valence ski trip may be a possibility once these 

students are expert skiers! 

 

NEWS 


