
#LiveLent - Let Your Light Shine For those looking for some daily devotional 
resource for Lent, the Church of England has released  material drawing on the 
Gospel of John, exploring what it means to be a witness.   For each day from 
Ash Wednesday to Easter Day there is a short reading, a pause for reflection and 
prayer, and an idea for a simple action that will enable the light of Jesus to shine 
through our everyday lives. See https://www.churchofengland.org/lent#na to:  
order booklets, sign up for SMS daily reflections, sign up for email daily 
reflections and there's an App too. 
 
The next Deanery Confirmation Service is on Sunday 24th June at 6pm 
at St Botolph’s in Chevening. If you consider the Church of England/St Mary's your 
'spiritual home' and have not been confirmed, then I encourage you to think 
seriously about this as an opportunity to publicly declare your faith. (If you have not 
been baptised, then this is something that can also take place at this service too, 
prior to confirmation). After Easter, the Vicar will be running three sessions, probably 
on a Sunday afternoon, explaining what is involved; you are be welcome to attend 
without committing yourself! A few have already expressed interest, please let the 
Vicar know if you want to join them. 
 

‘Hearing God’s Word’: a Diocesan course run in the deanery. It is hoped that this 
course will be run in the Deanery (possibly Seal) after Easter, subject to sufficient 
attendees. It aims to teach how to interpret and apply the Bible, usually on two 
Saturdays or six evenings, and covers:    
 

- The God who loves to speak 
- Interpreting and understanding God’s Word 
- Ask, ‘Why?’ 
- How the New Testament came to us 
- Truly hearing God’s Word. 
 

There is a follow-on course, ‘Speaking God’s Word’; those who have completed 
both Hearing God’s Word and Speaking God’s Word and the assessment in the latter 
may be given permission from Bishop James to give talks on an occasional basis in 
their own parish under the oversight of the Vicar - but this is not compulsory! Please 
contact the Vicar if this is something you would like to explore. 
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This week’s news from St Mary’s: 18th—24th February 2018 

We welcome the family and friends of Penny Reed as they bring her to be 
baptised following this morning’s services. 
 

Today’s readings, 1st Sunday of Lent: Psalm 25.1-9 (P556), Genesis 9.8-17 (P10), 
1 Peter 3.18-end (P1219), Mark 1.9-15 (P1002) (Page nos refer to pew bibles). 
 

Third Sunday Discipleship Group TODAY at 3pm in the John Fryth Room. We will 
be continuing our walk through the Apostles’ Creed. All are welcome. 
 

The coming week: the Vicar will be saying Morning Prayer on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday this week between 8.30 and 9.00am in the 
Resurrection Chapel. Anyone and everyone is welcome to join him. 
 

Tuesday 20th February: 10am—12 noon: Coffee Time in the John Fryth Room 
                                            7.45pm: Bellringing Practice 
Wednesday 21st February: 11.30am: Funeral of Lady Myra Secombe 
Thursday 22nd February: Parish Office closed 
Friday 23rd February:     6.45pm: Choir Practice  
Sunday 25th February:   8am: Holy Communion                         Revd Kevin Barnard                   
2nd Sunday of Lent         10.30am: Holy Communion                 Revd Kevin Barnard                   
                                             Readings:  Psalm 22.23-end, Genesis 17.1-7, 15-16,  
                                             Romans 4.13-end, Mark 8.31-end  
                                             5.15pm: Café Church at Costa 
 

Future Dates 
Wednesday 28th February: 7.30pm: Heritage Trust Meeting 
Sunday 4th March: 6.30pm: Choral Evensong 
Sunday 18th March: 3pm: Third Sunday Discipleship Group 
 

Holy Communion and Supper, Maundy Thursday, 29th March, 7pm: Sharon Lord 
and Mo Chalk have kindly agreed to organise the supper—thank you. If you would 
like to attend, please add your name to the list at the back of the church, near the 
South door. 
 

The late Gordon Aylward: Connie and family wish to thank everyone for all the 
cards, letters, flowers and kind wishes they have received following Gordon's 
death. The Thanksgiving Service for Gordon's life will be at St Mary's on 
Wednesday 14th March at 11am. 
 

Nora Pendleton has received a letter from the LEPRA Society thanking the 
congregation for the stamps they recently donated. 
 

Please send items for inclusion in the Newsletter to the Parish Office:  
westerhamchurch@tiscali.co.uk Thank you!  

https://www.churchofengland.org/lent#na

