
Our Annual Meetings - 1) to Elect Churchwardens and 2) Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting (APCM) will take place on Sunday 29th April from 12 noon in 
the John Frith Room. During these meetings we will be electing those who 
share in the leadership of the church with me: 
 
Churchwardens: I am delighted that David Booker and Christina Cusick have 
agreed to stand for election again. 
 
PCC Elected Members: after (at least) 3 years’ service, Martin Adamson, 
Rachel Mercer and Helen Ogden are not seeking election at the end of their 
terms; Mike Humphrey also stepped down during the year. This means we 
have four vacancies. To be elected you need to be over 16, on the electoral 
roll for at least 6 months and have taken communion 3 times in the last 
year. Being on the PCC is an important role, sharing the leadership of the 
church with me; please consider seriously if you can commit to this. 
 
Deanery Synod: Gina Hill is stepping down as our Deanery Synod 
Representative. The Deanery Synod acts as a forum for parishes to share 
information on matters relating to the deanery, with our representative(s) 
representing us and feeding back on matters that affect us.  We can have two 
representatives; please consider if you could undertake one of these 
roles. There are similar eligibility criteria for Deanery Synod as per the PCC. 
 
Churchwardens and members of the Deanery Synod are automatically 
members of the PCC. As the PCC is a charity, and the members are trustees, 
there are some specific requirements to ensure members meet the 'fit and 
proper persons' legislation (details at the back of church). Please be aware 
that to raise awareness of safeguarding at the leadership level of charities the 
Charity Commission (followed by the CoE) now require those elected onto the 
PCC undergo a DBS check after they are elected. 
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The forms to nominate Churchwardens, PCC members and Deanery Synod 
Representatives are at the back of the church or are available to download 
from the website. If you wish to stand for any of the positions, please check 
the eligibility criteria, fill in the form and the attached declaration and give 
to our PCC Secretary - Barbara Humphrey - either directly or via Alyson in 
the office prior to the meeting. If you are unsure of who might nominate 
you, we can help! Please ask the Vicar or Alyson. 
 
Church Officers 
 

PCC Secretary: the primary responsibilities of a PCC Secretary are to 
support the PCC Chair in the preparation and organisation of meetings and 
to handle all correspondence on behalf of the PCC. Barbara Humphrey is 
stepping down from this role and we are seeking someone to take over 
from her. 
 

Treasurer: Carol Harper is currently continuing in this role, but would like 
to hand over to someone else at some point during this year. We can be 
flexible and possibly split the responsibilities of the Treasurer; you do not 
have to be an accountant to do most of this role!  
 
If you think you can help with these roles please contact the vicar who will 
explain what is involved before you commit yourself. 
 
We also note that Nora Pendleton, who has served as our Electoral Roll 
Officer, and Helen Ogden who continued to look after the Website which 
she put together with David Booker and Rachel Mercer are stepping down 
from these responsibilities; we are pleased to note that Karen Smart and 
Gillian Burmester respectively have agreed to undertake these roles. 
 
My personal thanks, as well as thanks from the church, are offered to all 
those who have supported me and the church by carrying out these roles - 
for those who have stepped down and to those who are continuing. All 
these positions are vital to the continued running of the church; please 
pray and consider if you can take up any of these responsibilities. 

Revd Kevin 



We were saddened by the loss of Dick Gregor, father of Carol Davis. His 
funeral will take place here on Wednesday 2nd May at 1pm. Please pray for 
the Davis family at this time. 
 

As you think about plans for the summer (hopefully 
to arrive soon), please remember Easyfundraising. 
You can use it when you book a holiday and for a 
whole host of things. You can shop with thousands of 
high street names and without costing you an extra 
penny, you can raise funds for St Mary’s. To date we 
have raised £464.47 from 27  supporters, so it really 
is worth it — thank you. There is now a link at the 
bottom of our website, so please register and you’re 
away!  

  
Spring (and all year round) cleaning: Please could we ask that if you create a 
mess or move anything, you also tidy up afterwards and return things to 
where you found them. If you are not sure where something belongs, please 
ask. If, for any reason, you are coming back later to tidy up, please leave a 
note so that we know. Items that linger too long will be disposed of in due 
course. Thank you.  
 
Please remember that the Parish Office closes from 12 noon on Fridays
(except for emergencies) to allow for preparations for services to be 
completed. Thank you. 
 
Good News: David Whitmore is now back at home in his new apartment in 
Oxted following his recent spell in hospital. Please continue to pray for his 
recovery.  
 
Revd Andrew is settling-in well to his new 'home' in Putney. In a recent email he 
said "I feel more contented here than at any time since I left home but more aware 
of my growing limitations." On Thursday last week, the hospital were arranging to 
take Andrew for a day out at Kew Gardens. Whilst Andrew thrives upon his 
visitors, it is now more important than ever to restrict daily numbers to one 
person or single group, in order to conserve his decreasing energy. Please 
continue to book your visit through Bruce (01959 564403 or 
brucenuttall@btinternet.com) who collaborates with Andrew over his diary. 
Remember, if you turn up unannounced, he might be out!  

Today’s readings, 3rd  Sunday of Easter: Psalm 4 (P544), Acts 3.12-19 (P1095), 
Luke 24.36b-48 (P1062)(Page nos refer to pew bibles). 
 

The coming week: the Vicar will be saying Morning Prayer in the Resurrection 
Chapel on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. Anyone and everyone is 
welcome to join him. 
 

Monday 16th April:     2pm: Funeral of Mrs Rita Wilson 
                                         7.30pm: Finance Committee Meeting 
Tuesday 17th April:     10am—12 noon: Coffee Time in the John Fryth Room 
                                         7.45pm: Bellringing Practice 
Wednesday 18th April: 12.45pm: Funeral of Mrs Doris Edleston 
Thursday 19th April:   7.30pm: PCC Meeting 
Friday 20th April:         6.45pm: Choir Practice 
Sunday 21st April:       8.00am: Holy Communion                        Revd Kevin Barnard 

4th Sunday of Easter 10.30am: Holy Communion                       Revd Kevin Barnard 
                                        Readings: Psalm 23, Acts 4.5-12, John 10.11-18                                   
                                                                                  

Future Dates 
Wednesday 25th April: 7.30pm:  Heritage Trust Meeting 
Sunday 29th April: 5.15pm: Café Church at Costa 
Sunday 6th May: 6.30pm: Choral Evensong 
 

Elizabeth James will be opening her garden with the National Gardens 
Scheme for the tenth year—the weekend of 5th and 6th May to catch 
azaleas, rhododendrons and bulbs and the weekend of 9th and 10th June 
for roses. 
 
Open Garden for Christian Aid at Bishopscourt: Saturday 13th May, 
11.00am to 3.00pm. In support of Christian Aid - teas, wonderful 
homemade cakes and  a plant sale. Entry £2.00. Dogs welcome on a lead, 
disabled access to most of the garden.  
Bishopscourt, 24 St Margaret’s Street, Rochester, ME1 1TS. Enquiries to 
bridget.langstaff@btinternet.com  Mobile 07816 828439. 
 

Please send items for inclusion in the Newsletter to the Parish Office:  
westerhamchurch@tiscali.co.uk  Thank you!  
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