
Sevenoaks District Council Parking Charge Consultation May 2022 

Westerham Town Partnership info@visitwesterham.org.uk 

8 June 2022 

To: parking@sevenoaks.gov.uk, 

Cllr Diana Esler <cllr.esler@sevenoaks.gov.uk>, 

"Cllr Maskell, Kevin" <cllr.maskell@sevenoaks.gov.uk>, 

Councillor Ogden <cllrOgden@westerhamtowncouncil.gov.uk>, 

westerhamtown council <office@westerhamtowncouncil.gov.uk>, 

Trevor Kennett <trevor.kennett@sevenoaks.gov.uk>, 

Peter Hills <pghills@btconnect.com> 
 

 
 
  

  
 

  
 

  
Dear Parking Department 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Westerham Town Partnership to lay out some of 

the many reasons why we strongly object to the proposals in your webpage  
https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/info/20011/parking/304/parking_consultations 

 
I have attempted to use the online response form but abandoned it as it was far 
too simplistic and only allowed me to comment on either on-street or off-street 

parking, but not both, and only to choose one of the three Westerham car parks, 
but not all of them.   I don't think anyone can have tested the form before it was 

released. 
 

The Westerham Town Partnership is a Community Interest Company that was 
established in 2009 to engage with businesses and residents and to help the 
town to flourish.  We are all volunteers who strive to have a good working 

relationship with everyone and we have produced reports on all kinds of issues 
including Westerham traffic and parking.   We were instrumental in two key 

issues.  Firstly, establishing the Darent overflow car park and the 3 hours free 
parking that has been a real incentive to people who wanted to stay longer in 
town or use King George's Field; secondly, the 10p charge for 15 minute parking 

everywhere in town. 
 

My fellow directors and I have attempted to gather information about why SDC 
felt it necessary to make the proposed changes and we wrote two emails to our 
own district councillors and the town council.  Despite their best efforts, they 

have not been able to supply any answers, so we have decided to reproduce 
here the questions we raised with them. 

 
We look forward to receiving your comments and hope that together we can 
build a better plan for Westerham. 

 
Stuart Merrylees 

Director, WTP 

 

  

mailto:info@visitwesterham.org.uk
https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/info/20011/parking/304/parking_consultations


 

On 30th May 2020  
WTP email to District and Town councillors  

to: Cllr Diana Esler 

cllr.esler@sevenoaks.gov.uk>, 

"Cllr Maskell, Kevin" 

<cllr.maskell@sevenoaks.gov.uk>, 

Councillor Ogden 

<cllrOgden@westerhamtowncouncil.gov.uk>, 

westerhamtown council 

<office@westerhamtowncouncil.gov.uk> 

 

cc: Info Westerham 

<info@visitwesterham.org.uk>, 

Nick Tonge <nickandsylvia@gmail.com>, 

Melvin de Bono 

<melvindebono@gmail.com>, 

Bill Curtis <bill@bcassociates.org>, 

Christina Cusick 

<nina.cusick@yahoo.co.uk>, 

Kate Smith <jkri.smith@gmail.com> 

 

Dear Diana and everyone 
 

I've just talked to Angela and this new parking proposal from SDC seems 
to have come from nowhere without any consultation with our council.  

 
The Town Partnership has been involved in assessing Westerham's 

parking problems for the last 10 years and was the driving force behind 
the Darent overflow car park and campaigning for the current scale of 

charges that gave a minimal charge for a 15 minute stay. 
 

The new 20 mph speed limits promote our cafe culture and seek to make 
the town safer and the air cleaner.   We all know that our businesses are 

struggling and we all know that things are going to get worse. 

 
Angela has just sent me a link to a new document.  I have interleaved 

comments in red below.   There is a lot of misty eyed reasoning in their 
statements. 

 
https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/info/20011/parking/304/parking_consultations 

 

In order for us all to consult effectively with everyone in the town we 
need more information.  Can you please find us the following facts? 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sevenoaks.gov.uk%2Finfo%2F20011%2Fparking%2F304%2Fparking_consultations&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cad8a594b3a364b5511e108da3f0651ab%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637891593631053209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FzlkKyVyTwpDZzLAbig4MxbIqxHEfb5XJ%2BGknTEh1ec%3D&reserved=0


 Accounts for parking revenue in the current year and three previous 

years 
 The cost of providing parking facilities in these years. 

 An explanation of how the new money will be spent.    
 We need to know if the parking income is ring-fenced and not part 

of a large pot. . . There will be a relation between income from 
business rates.  Arguably, parking should be subsidised from the 

general rates and business rates 
 

(Paragraphs in italics below are taken from SDC’s consultation document) 
 

 Background to the new charges 
During the pandemic, our parking charges were withdrawn to support local 
businesses and community initiatives. We were the first council in Kent to remove all 
parking charges. and one of the last in Kent to reinstate them. This resulted in a 

substantial loss of income.  Too bad, everyone else lost income too but are 

unable to increase their prices. 

Despite reductions in parking income, we have continued to invest in parking 
maintenance and facilities. We have also improved parking enforcement at the 

request of customers.   Given that most people see parking enforcement as 

vindictive, we doubt that you have had many requests to improve parking 
enforcement. 

People are now returning to our town centres at pre-pandemic levels, and our car 
parks and on-street pay and display bays are once again busy. It is important that we 
manage our car parking spaces to balance the needs of all users, including 

commuters, local businesses, residents, shoppers and visitors.   Agreed. 
  

Proposed changes 
Historically, parking charges have promoted a high turnover of short stay spaces to 

ensure there are available spaces for shoppers.     If we are to keep our local 

shops, the District Council must vigorously maintain this policy. 

However, shopping habits have changed since the pandemic and high streets are 

focusing more on experiences. No one we know would consider stopping to 

buy a pint of milk and a sandwich to be focusing on experience.  This 
shift sees more people seeking long stay parking. In turn, they tend to spend more 

time taking advantage of all that our towns have to offer.  The whole 

philosophy must be to put cheap long term parking outside town and 
keep the charge for spaces close to shops as low as possible. 

It is also recognised that encouraging lots of short-term visits promotes vehicle 

movements, impacting on air quality.  Air quality management is not in the 

terms of reference of the Parking Department. This remark is out of 

place and out of order. 

Our proposals support these changes by re-balancing parking charges in favour of 
longer stays. A large amount of our car park charges will not be increased, or will be 



removed. Where is this happening in Westerham? Where there are increases, 
these will be the first introduced in several years. 

Parking will remain free in all of our car parks on Sundays, except for Blighs and 
Bradbourne. We will continue to provide more than 100 free spaces in our Gordon 
Road car park in Sevenoaks town centre at weekends.  Why only in Sevenoaks 
:every town deserves to be treated the same. 

 
Thanks, we can't just let this happen.   

 
Regards 

Stuart, on behalf of the Town Partnership 
 

and again yesterday, 7th June 
Dear all 

  
I've just had a look at the survey monkey questionnaire and it seems 

rather simplistic, so I might just email "parking@"  but who is the face 

behind this parking policy?     I was hoping to get some more ammunition 
from you all to help WTP focus its reply on specific issues. 

 
We need local shoppers from the A25 corridor to drop in to 

Westerham.  There are all sorts of occasions where we stop to buy just 
one thing only to come away with 4 or 5.  In the process we meet people, 

read posters and learn what's happening next in our community.    
 

If we were told that parking fees were going to be increased to subsidise 
local buses, there would be some sign of joined up thinking, but we see 

no sign of joined up thinking, rather a sign of some sort of aggressive and 
vindictive accounting in order to balance the books of the parking 

department. 
  

  

Best regards 
 

Stuart 
For and on behalf of 

 
Westerham Town Partnership 
www.visitwesterham.org.uk 
 
Why not sign up to our newsletter ? 
Twitter: @visit_westerham and @westerhambiz 
Facebook: Westerham Kent Page 
 

 

 

 

http://www.visitwesterham.org.uk/
http://visitwesterham.us13.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=ff0b960d70fe94e87e8c70d92&id=aca4728071


Cllr Esler, Diana <cllr.esler@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
 

Sat, 11 
Jun, 

16:00 

  
 

to Kevin, Diana, me 

 
 

Dear Stuart 
  
Thank you for this of course the parking increases will be of concern. We have indeed argued and 
have continued to do so at this time (Unsuccessfully) as indeed has the Town Council successfully for 
several years. 
  
I think the problem for us now is that we have managed to keep the parking fees down and more 
particularly maintained the free car parking in the Darent Car Park whilst at the same time other 
areas have been priced more heavily. Further to that any increase in parking revenue will hopefully 
enable the proposed investment in the car park and all the attendant knock on affects. In addition, 
we have no data that that suggests that losing some free parking or increase in charges will actually 
reduce the numbers coming to Westerham and using the facilities. The car parks at present are all 
thriving and are rarely have free spaces. In parking assessment terms this would indicate that the 
fees are not deterring people from using the car parks. 
  
These are some of the arguments we have to counter to argue the case (We have done so on many 
occasions). Other issues that we have explored include the fact that inflation and costs have been 
growing year on year while car parking fees have stagnated for at least 3 years at the same time 
costs have risen. The other issue is that Westerham has been treated differently/favourably and 
other members look at this as well. So to argue that Westerham is different/unique we need data 
and evidence that raising prices, at this time will deter people coming to shop in Westerham. 
  
So in short any concerns need to include data evidence. Unfortunately, the best evidence will be 
after the prices have risen and to see what the impact on parking will actually have. 
  
I lay this out so that you understand some of the issues and basis for the increase in charges and 
further to that, if we are indeed able to counter robustly any price rises now or in the future, to look 
at what evidence is available. Particularly footfall reduction in shops and restaurants, the 
number/proportion of local residents who actually use Westerham to park and shop seem to be key 
sets of data addressing the issues discussed in your e mail. 
  
We are obviously very happy to discuss. 
  
Best wishes 

 
Kevin and Diana 
 

Cllr. Diana Esler 
Sevenoaks District Councillor 
Westerham & Crockham Hill Ward 
Email: Cllr.esler@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
 

mailto:Cllr.esler@sevenoaks.gov.uk

