11 November 2013

Press release – immediate distribution

Westerham’s Festival of Christmas Trees 
- spectacular displays expected in historic St Mary’s Church
- backdrop to National Youth Ballet’s performance of The Nativity
Westerham, in North West Kent, is preparing for a spectacular display of Christmas trees during its annual Festival in the town’s 800-year old church.  
From 28th November, St Mary’s Westerham will be filled with twinkling lights as Christmas trees transforms the historic church into a veritable Christmas grotto.   The event is organised by St Mary’s Heritage Trust and local schools, businesses, clubs and societies, families and individuals all get involved to bring and decorate trees. Contributions, which light up the aisles for 10 days, range from the sophisticated and elegant to the entertaining and quirky.  
The trees will form a decorative backdrop to the National Youth Ballet performance of The Nativity, the finale to St Mary’s Heritage Trust’s 10th Anniversary year celebrations. Helen Ogden from St Mary’s Heritage Trust said: ‘St Mary’s has been at the heart of the community for centuries, and this Festival really gets the community involved.  It also encourages people who don’t normally visit to come into the Church, enjoy its rich history and the community spirit. This year we have some never-seen-before trees, and the marvellous Youth Ballet finale.’
Westerham’s festive diary:

28th November: Late Night Shopping, 5pm to 9pm; Lights Switch On, 6.30pm 
28th November - 7th December: Festival of Christmas Trees in St Mary's Church (entrance is free,  open from 10am to 5 pm daily except for Sunday 30th November: 12 noon to 5pm and Sunday 8th December: 12 noon to 6.30pm when visitors are invited to join the Advent Carol Service.
Refreshments available all day on Saturday 30th November.  Regrettably the Festival will not be open on Saturday 7th December as the National Youth Ballet performs in the Church that day (see below)
1st December: Carols on the Green, 5pm
For more details of Westerham’s Christmas celebrations, see www.visitwesterham.org.uk 
7th December: The Nativity performed by National Youth Ballet.  For full details and to book tickets please visit http://www.stmarysheritagetrust.org.uk/events/event/nativity-ballet/
Ends

PHOTOCALL/FILMING: Finishing touches/lighting the trees - from 5pm, Lights Switch On (see separate release) on at 6.30pm 28 November 2013.  
National Youth Ballet rehearsals Saturday 7th December from 1030am – prior notice needed!
Editors’ notes

Westerham is located in NW Kent on the A25 between Oxted (J6 of M25) and Sevenoaks (J5 M25). 

St Mary’s Westerham Heritage Trust was launched as a registered charity in 2002  by local people and began fundraising in 2003 to maintain and preserve the thirteenth century Parish Church, a key feature of Westerham.  http://www.stmarysheritagetrust.org.uk/events/event/festival-of-christmas-trees/
http://www.stmarysheritagetrust.org.uk/events/event/nativity-ballet/ 
Highlights within the church include: a 14th century font and wooden staircase; the oldest known example of Edward VI’s coat of arms; a stone plaque dedicated to John Fryth, translator of the Bible and martyr; a stained glass window by the Morris workshop to a design by Burne-Jones; a 19th century organ; and a hanging sanctuary lamp gifted by Clementine, wife of Sir Winston Churchill.  
For filming, interviews and more information: Jane Hunter email info@visitwesterham.org.uk mobile: 07885 301590

Pictures (including print quality images) are available via Dropbox

